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Copy / of /s
29 July 1963
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH : Deputy Director (Support)
SUBJECT : NRO Security
(Release of Information)

1. This memorandum is'for information only.

2. Reference is made to your request of this date for an assessment
of the damage caused by the release of information which appeared in the
Washington Post, Monday, 29 July 1963 under caption, "AF Capsule
Recoveries Now Routine. "

3. Conferences with Mr. Eugene Kiefer, D/DNRO, | 25X1A

|:|Chlef NRO Staff, and others on 29 July 1963 confirmed that the
provisions of the DOD Directive $S-5200.13 dated 23 March 1963 titled:
"Security and Public Information Policy for Military Space Programs"
are being followed within DOD and the respective services. The Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) is the single office for
news release approvals, and the NRO is being advised and coordinates on
news items for releases which are applicable to the NRO type activity.
| Usrie 25X1A
4. The particular news releasc relferencedin paragraph 2 was
coordinated by the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public
Affairs) with the NRO Staff.” The release was not coordinated with the CIA.
Action was taken by this Office to insure that any future releases involving
NRO matters will be coordinated with this Office.

5. The NRO Staff felt that the release did not compromise classified
information under the spirit of the DOD Directive, as it did not:

a. Identify past, present, or future planning of
launches of space vehicles or specific recoveries
thereof,
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b. Describe success of retrievals in terms of
specific numbers. These were published as
percentages only.,

6. NRO officials stated that several years ago the press contained
information and photographs of capsule recoveries. They stated that the
opposition has had the capability of augmenting this information over the
years by monitoring communication traffic within the recovery area. Although
certain of this traffic is coded, monitoring of this activity with special
discernment as to the volume of traffic and the timing of events would serve
to keep the opposition informed of succegsful recoveries. NRO officials advised
that in their opinion this release was desirable because it served to relieve
the pressures placed by news people in the Honolulu area.

7. Although the instant release does not appear to have damaged the
security of the NRO program, it is the opinion of this Office that the public
release of information relating to satellites or reconnaissance programs, tends
to arouse speculation as to the state of our space efforts and the type of pay-
loads being orbited; thus eroding the security of our activities. The press
has such a wealth of information regarding past activities, cspecially those
relating to the SAMOS and MIDAS systems, that a release, is quite likely to
include added data by the reporter which reflects the probabilities of intelli-
gence collection. Releases in general also tend to erode the security of the
space mission by causing contractors and contractor personnel to believe that
the security bars are being lifted.

8. As of this date there are no additional releases pending approval.
We are reviewing this entire area of news releases in connection with NRO
activities. The results will be contained in a subsequent memorandum to
you.

-25X1A

K. L. Danmerman
Director of Security
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March 23, 1962
NUMBER 5-5200,13

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DIRECIIVE

Security end Public Informetion Policy for Milltary
Speco Progrems (S)

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This directive establishes security and public information
policy for militery space programs and is applicable to
all components of the Department of Defenso,

e GENERAL POLICY

Ao

Ds

Adsquate protection of military space programs is
vital to the security of the United States, This
soquires the cepability to launch, control, and re-
cover space vehicles without public knowledfe of the
timing of these actions or of the specific misslon
involved, It is imwracticsl to selectively protect
certain military space prozrsms while cortinuing an
open leunch policy for others since to do would em=
chasize sensitive nrojests.

The security principle of need-to~kmow for military
cpace projects must be vigorcusly enforced withim
23D, Do) edvisory grouns, and by Defenss contractors.

Rigorous care must ve taken to imsure that informa-
tion revealing the identification, mission, scope,

or capability of specific military space projects and
prograns dees not appear in unclaessified documents
and pressentations,

Unauthorized public discussion by Defensse and Defense
contractor personncl of the results, effectiveness,
capabilities, and potentialities of specific military
space projects and programs must be eliminated,
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111, PROCHDURES

A, HMilitary spece projects and space vehicles henceforth
will be identified by means of numerical and alpha~
batical designators selected and assigned at random;
cxcept for boosters, nawes or nicknemes no longer will
be used.

1, Military space projects will be identified by a
anumeryical designator,

2., Militery space vehicles will be ldentified by an
alphabetical prefix followed by & number designator,
such as Orbital Vehicle (0V~7), Finel State Vehicle
(PSV-2), etc,

B, The new method of identifying military space vehicles
and projects will not be associated with their payloed
or mission except under the moet strict security pro-
cedures and will De published in as few documents as
possible., Titles of project documents will not refer
to the mission or paylozd associated with the project,.
Launch or recovery schedules and funding for specific
payloads or mission arcas will be clessified SECRET

or higher,

C, A1l public iaformation ncws releases on military space
woogramns will be cleared through a single office, end
normally no releases will be made until after experi-
ments have bsen conducted and after preliminary analy-
ses of daba have been completed.

D, Preparation and disseminztion of over-clil reports,
development plans, and other documents ox military
space projects and programs will be seviraly limited
and controlled, Detailed need-to-kmow jJustification
will be reguired on the basis of need for specific
information, rather than for pertlculay documents.
The number of persong authorized a blenket need~to-
lmow will bs sharply curtailed and continuously cone
trolled, ‘

[3S]
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RiSPONSTBILITIHES

A, The beads of all DoD components having responsibili-
ties for militery space projects and progrems &re re-
sponsible for insuring sdherence to the provisions
of this directive., - :

B, The Secretary of the Alr Force is responsible for:

1. Determining and assigning identification nomene
clature for all military space projects and
vehicles,

2. Maintaining a central registry of all military
space project numbers and space vebicle desige
nators.

C. The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
is responsible for maintaining the single office
through which all public information news releases
on DoD space projects and programs will be cleared.

D. The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
rosponsible for developing and issuing program and
budgetary guidance consistent with the provisions of
this directive,

FRPECTIVE DATE AND IMPIIMENTATION

A, Thisg directive is effective immediately, Ixisting
éocurentetion on military space projects and pro-
grams will be superseded by new documents as rapidly
&8 they can be prepared and issusd,

B, Zvery coxponsent of the Bepartment will revise its

regulations and othey instructions to conform with
the provigions of this directive,

Deputy Secretary of Defense
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